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but that was all. Once I had begun I did not suffer
either mentally nor physically, nor did I regret the
step that I had taken. And by the way it has cured
my rheumatism for the moment. It has done this
for a great many of the strikers. Also it has cured
quite a number of people who were suffering from
stomach trouble. Most of those who were on for
only a fortnight seem to be none the worse. One
girl who was suffering from an ulcerated stomach
has been absolutely cured. Of course some of those
who were in for a month or longer have been very
bad. One girl, Baby Bohen from Ballymote, will
probably never be the same again: her kidneys are
affected. She was awfully plucky and suffered a lot.
English politics are very exciting just now. I am
afraid that the Labour Party are not strong enough
to do anything and that they will be in a position where
they can be discredited and from which they will get
a big set-back and lose a great many of their sup-
porters who expect them to do something. But one
cannot tell.
I hear that it was the Orange lodges of Glasgow and
the Protestant hysteria that beat Newbold. He could
count on the Catholic (Irish) vote and that fact
used cleverly by the Protestant Capitalist interest
did the trick.
Now, old darling, I must stop. Writing on a machine
always tempts one to ramble on and on.
I got you a present. I got it before I was locked up,
but though it is small, it is hard to pack and laziness
intervened. I must try and make an effort.
Love to you both and good wishes for the New
Year. By the way, what's really happened about
M/s engagement ? G. told me a long yarn. I hope
that she will steer her own ship the way she wants
and will not let anyone push her into doing what
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